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History of the Reformed Church in the United States, 
1725-1792. By Professor James I. Good, D.D. Reading, 
Pa.: Daniel Miller, 1899. Pp. viii + 701. $3. 

Material for a history of the Reformed church in this country, 
covering the period included in Dr. Good's book, has been scarce, 
and it may be this accounts for the fact that the church historians have 
written so little concerning the early history of the denomination. 
The sources of the history are almost exclusively written, consisting of 
correspondence between the church here and the mother-church in 
the Old World, and also the " Minutes of Coetus." These precious 
documents had been stored away in old libraries, neglected, and almost 
forgotten. Their existence was suspected, and yet the idea prevailed 
that they were lost. In bringing these documents to light Dr. Good 
has done the church great service, and has given us the most satis- 
factory history of the Reformed church in this country we have had 
up to this time. The future historian will find little more material 
than that which Dr. Good has furnished ; he therefore deserves great 
credit for the indefatigable labor he bestowed upon it, as well as the 
great expense connected with the search after the missing manuscripts. 

Dr. Good informs us that he has been searching many years for 
the material of which this volume is composed, and that in the search 
other valuable material came to light, which has been embodied in 
his Origin of the Reformed Church in Germany and his History of the 
Reformed Church of Germany. In order that he might properly set 
forth the early history of the denomination, it was necessary to 
examine the " Minutes of Coetus." These were stowed away in the 
archives of Amsterdam and The Hague. After several journeys to 
Europe these documents were found, copied, and translated for his 
use. Out of this material he has evolved a history which is all that 
could be wished for. 

A careful perusal of the work will convince the reader that the 
author follows the natural course of events in narrating the trials of 
the founders of the church, not only in their own land, but more especi- 
ally in the new home which they found on this side of the Atlantic. 

As to the question of doctrine and cultus, there are many who 
will not agree with Dr. Good, and yet the line of investigation which 
he has conducted cannot help but strengthen the views which the 
Reformed people have held for years. Dr. Good says : " The church 
during the period of the Coetus was evidently strongly Calvinistic 
and predestinarian In many of the title-deeds of her properties 
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she is called the German Calvinistic church The first creed 

she adopted was the Heidelberg catechism and the canons of Dort, 
the latter especially committing her to a strict predestinarian position, 
although we believe that Calvinism is also the historic interpretation 
of the Heidelberg catechism. At the Coetus of 1752 she reaffirmed 
her adherence to the canons of Dort and the Heidelberg catechism, 
as all the ministers submitted to them." The Coetus of 1765 also 
refers to the canons of Dort as the creed of the church. Dr. Good is 
undoubtedly right so far as that early period was concerned, but after 
relations with Holland were broken off, and the church grew, the 
strictly Calvinistic doctrine began to lose ground. 

In the matter of worship the author touches upon a much-discussed 
question in the Reformed church. It is a well-known fact that there 
is in this denomination a high-church party, which claims that the 
church has always been liturgical in an extreme way. Dr. Good's 
investigations have convinced him otherwise. That a liturgy was used 
he does not deny. He says : " The early church was non-liturgical. 
It used a free service in the regular sabbath worship, although it used 
forms for special occasions, as the sacraments, marriage, and ordination." 

One might criticise the book as to its mechanism, and the arrange- 
ment of the matter, which has the appearance of having been done 
hurriedly. But these are only minor defects, when we have in view 
the many excellencies of the work. It is a mine of information, as it 
clears up many points of interest in the early history of the Reformed 
church in the United States. 

E. Herbruck. 

Tiffin, O. 



A History of Methodists in the United States. By J. M. 
Buckley. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1899. 2 vols. 
Pp. xx + 472; viii + 481. $$. 

This is a reissue of a book first published in 1896, in the "American 
Church History Series." The only alteration discoverable is the expan- 
sion of the text into two volumes, partly by the use of thicker paper 
than that of the original edition, partly by the insertion of numerous 
portraits. These include nearly all the men famous in the annals of 
American Methodism down to the present time. The portraits are 
chiefly notable for their historic interest, and their artistic value is 
slight ; they really illustrate, not embellish, the text. 



